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November, 2018 
 
 
Dear District 7 Families, 
 
Winter has arrived and with it comes snow, cold weather, and the possibility of school closings.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to remind you of District 7’s philosophy regarding closing our schools.  If we are able to get 
our buses out on the streets and safely transport students, we typically will have school.  I realize most parents 
work outside the home and need to have information regarding school closings as early as possible.  The 
determination regarding the closing of schools is made no later than 6:00 AM.   
 
District 7 does have a LATE START PROGRAM as an alternative to closing our schools.  The LATE START 
option will be used when the area is experiencing severe weather conditions that are predicted to clear up in the 
early morning hours.  When a LATE START is announced, the opening of school will be delayed by 90 minutes 
for Wood Dale Junior High students (start time will be 9:35) and by 75 minutes for Oakbrook and Westview 
students (start time will be 10:10).  Morning classes for ECEC will be cancelled.  When a LATE START schedule 
is put into effect, District 7 families will be notified by the automated calling system. This same information and 
detailed LATE START bus schedules will be posted on the District 7 website. A copy of the LATE START bus 
schedule is on the back of this letter for your reference. Please take time to review the bus information now and 
contact our Transportation Director, Pam Wawczak (630-546-2859), should you have any questions.   
 
I understand parents have strong feelings regarding what conditions require schools to be closed.  I assure you 
when making this decision the safety of the students comes first and I use my best judgment, based on the 
information I have at the time.  Please know when there are severe weather conditions and our schools are 
open, if you do not feel the conditions are safe enough for your child to be outdoors, you can make the decision 
to keep your child at home or bring him/her to school later in the day. 
 
In the case that severe weather conditions require District 7 to implement a late start or close the schools, 
information will be communicated to families through: 
 

1. a phone call/email/text via our automated calling system (please make sure the schools have current 
phone numbers for your family). 

 
2. information posted on our website www.wd7.org 

 
3. information posted on www.EmergencyClosings.com 

 
4. broadcasts on radio stations WGN 720 & WBBM 780 

 
5. television stations: CBS 2, NBC 5, ABC 7, WGN 9, FOX 32  

 
I hope you find this information helpful as we enter the winter months. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John W. Corbett, Ed. D 
Superintendent 

JOHN CORBETT, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 

 
MERRI BETH KUDRNA, Ed. D. 

Curriculum Director 

 
STEVE WILT 

Business Manager 
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