
Q: Who decides that a student has mastered 

standards and how? 

A: Students’ learning requires time and the check-

points along the way are measured differently than 

the final assessment of the standard.  There are a 

variety of opportunities for students to practice skills 

and concepts.  Not all assignments are counted  

toward a grade, but the assignments build toward 

the assessments that measure student progress.  

After the learning has occurred, a variety of assess-

ments are used to determine if a student has mas-

tered a standard.  Teachers who provide the direct 

instruction are responsible for the assessment of 

that subject.  They may collaborate with specialists 

or resource personnel in evaluating those assess-

ment outcomes. 

Q: What types of assessments are used to deter-

mine if a standard is mastered? 

A: District 7 teachers measure if a student has mas-

tered a standard with consistent tools; rubrics, tests 

and performance based assessments have been 

identified as evidence of mastery.  These measures 

are continually monitored for effectiveness and in-

form teachers of the needs of their students. 

Q: What marking system is used on the report 

grade for Standards?                                  

  The Standards Key includes: 

4 = Student is achieving grade level standards. 

3 = Student is making progress toward grade level 

standards. 

2 = Student is working below grade level standards. 

1 = Student is working below grade level standards 

and not making progress. 

EXC = Student is Exceeding grade level standards 

by demonstrating advanced knowledge and skills in 

the subject. 

IE = There is Insufficient student Evidence to make 

a determination of progress toward meeting the 

standard. 

NA = Not Assessed at this time. 
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Curriculum, instruction and assessment in 

Wood Dale School District 7 are aligned to 

the Illinois Learning Standards.  Progress 

toward mastery of these standards is     

assessed and reported on regularly.    

Families, students and teachers are      

involved in ongoing communication of   

student achievement to maximize         ac-

ademic and social growth.  Effort and be-

havior are also assessed throughout each 

student’s learning experiences.    Students 

set goals toward the intended learning tar-

gets.  The staff provides      specific feed-

back to students and their families to pro-

mote further learning. 

Q: What marking system is used for the Life-

Long Learning Skills included on Standards-

Based reports? 

A: Since behavior and effort are removed from a 

student’s academic achievement grade in a Stand-

ards-Based Grading system, these are marked  

separately on a student’s report card.     

The Life-Long Learning Skills Key includes: 

S = Strength 

M = Expectations are Being Met 

N = Needs Improvement 

Q: What if my child’s program does not match 

grade level standards (Ex. Special Education, 

Bilingual and Schoolwide Enrichment            

Program)? 

A: We are required to provide all students with an 

appropriate grade level report card.  If your child is 

working on standards other than grade level, we will 

attach additional information in order to provide 

meaningful feedback on your child’s progress. 

Q: If my child transfers to another district, will 

they understand my child’s progress? 

A: Yes, school districts nationwide are utilizing 

standards based grading and reporting.  This type of 

report card better communicates specifically what a 

child has or has not learned.  Our report card is 

based on extensive research of high achieving dis-

tricts.  In Du Page County, many districts have in-

corporated this already. 

Resources: 

How to Grade for Learning by Ken O’Connor                  

Fair Isn’t Always Easy by Rick Wormeli                         

Transforming Classroom Grading by Robert Marzano and 

Jane M. Bailey                                                                



Q: What is Standards-Based Grading? 

A: Standards-Based Grading is a way of reporting 

what students know and how they demonstrate their 

learning of state content standards. 

Q: What is the purpose of Standards-Based 

Grading?  

A: The purpose of Standards-Based Grading is to 

align grading with the state content standards as 

measured by consistent and accurate assessments 

and common criteria for grading. 

Q: What is the goal of Standards-Based       

Grading? 

A: The primary goal of Standards-Based Grading is 

to better communicate what each student knows and 

is able to do according to state content standards 

and to separately assess the influence of positive 

and consistent work habits on student learning. 

Q: How does Standards-Based Grading work? 

A: Traditional grading averages all of the work and 

other subjective factors that a student has done over 

a period of time.  Standards-Based Grading re-

moves these factors and solely focuses on student 

learning.  Standards-Based Grading assesses a 

student’s overall work and their most recent work so 

it really tells what a student has learned and what 

they now know rather than what they knew walking 

into class. 

Q: Why is District 7 using Standards-Based 

Grading and Reporting? 

A: Standards-Based Grad-

ing and Reporting is used 

in order to better represent 

and communicate a child’s 

academic progress.  This 

type of grading and report-

ing supports research 

based practices. 

Q: How does this differ from traditional letter 

grades? 

A: Standards-Based Grading reports tell us what 

students have actually learned and know.  It     

measures students’ knowledge of grade-level     

content over time by reporting the most recent,    

consistent level of performance.  So, a student might 

struggle in the beginning of a course with new    

content, but then learn and demonstrate proficient 

performance by the end of the course.   

For example, in traditional grading, the student’s 

performance for the whole trimester would be     

averaged together.  Early quiz scores that were low 

would be averaged together with high performance 

scores later in the course resulting in a lower grade.  

In Standards-Based Grading, a student who masters 

the standard would have that mastery reported as 

their current performance level.  Students are not 

penalized for initial learning. 

In addition, traditional grading often includes other 

subjective factors like attendance, effort, and      

attitude, which might influence the grade positively 

or negatively.  In Standards-Based Grading, we  

report proficiency and work habits separately in   

order to give a more accurate report of student   

progress. 

The new Wood Dale District 7 Standards-Based  

Reports of Progress is changing with current and 

future developments.  Marks on standards will    

replace the traditional letter grades as they are   

developed in all Early Childhood through Eighth 

Grade subjects.  Effort and Behavior is graded on 

separately from student’s academic achievement 

grades. 

Q: Who has been involved in the Standards-

Based Grading process? 

A: Implementing Standards-Based Grading district-

wide is a process that has been worked on for the 

past several years.  A committee of 27 members 

focused on research and development of Standards-

Based Grading. This committee included Early 

Childhood through eighth grade teachers, special-

ists, administrators, and parents. These members 

communicated information with faculty and staff. 

Q: When will Standards-Based Grading take effect? 

A: The 2011-2012 reports of progress at the Junior High 

will include Power Standards for all subject areas.  The 

2011-2012 Elementary report of progress will have 

Power Standards for Language Arts, Science, Social 

Science, Art, Music and Physical Education. We will 

develop Power Standards for Elementary Math during 

the 2011-2012 school year.  For further information on 

the implementation of Standards-Based Grading, 

please visit our website at wdsd7.org.   

The next steps in this process includes teachers      

creating common assessments and student self-

assessments to show evidence that students have met 

the standards.  We have implemented a technology 

based system for teachers to use when grading and 

reporting.  District teachers and staff are provided     

professional development throughout the process. 

Q: How does this make a difference for the          

students, parents and teachers? 

 

A: Parents, students and teachers have a clear under-

standing of learning expectations when standards are 

used.  Progress reported specifically identifies level of 

achievement and provides guidance for improvement.  

Students are more involved in self-assessment and goal 

setting. 

Q: How are the Standards chosen for each grade 

level and subject? 

A: Grade level teachers collabo-

rate to select a set of “Power  

Standards” that reflect the state 

content standards.  These Power 

Standards are learning objectives 

that every teacher should ensure 

that each student knows.  Power 

Standards reflect the skills and 

knowledge that a student should master in each       

subject.  Students meeting these standards have the 

foundation for the next level of learning.  The teachers 

continue to use the District 7 curriculum, aligned to state 

content standards, to drive their instruction.  The Power 

Standards have been chosen to give parents more in-

formation about their students’ learning. 
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